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HSE Info

Launch of a new occupational health initiative for Small and Medium Sized Enterprises (SMEs) in Scotland. SMEs cover a wide variety of sectors and sizes, from micro businesses to those with substantial workforces and a number of sites.

A free toolkit on common health risks and how to manage them was launched on 4 Sept 2009 - More information can be found at:  

http://news.hse.gov.uk/lau/2009/09/17/health-risks-at-work-do-you-know-yours/
 In a major initiative, HSE is allowing free downloads of some 230 publications containing health and safety guidance for a multitude of industries, in addition to detailed information on regulations and codes or practice.

Click here for further information:

http://news.hse.gov.uk/lau/2009/09/17/online-publications-now-freely-available-to-download/
STRESS

 HSE supports National Stress Awareness Day 4 November 
This year's campaign is focused on 'stressing the positives'.
http://www.hse.gov.uk/stress/stress-awareness-day.htm?ebul=hsegen/28-sep-2009&cr=4



HSE has recently produced an electronic template combining the requirements of a health and safety policy, risk assessment and a written record of health and safety arrangements in the one document. Visit www.hse.gov.uk/risk/casestudies/index.htm) In addition a simple guide to Risk Assessment and examples can be found at www.hse.gov.uk/risk
Ladders Exchange 2009 –"Don’t let a dodgy ladder shatter your life". 
To further promote HSE’s award winning Shattered Lives Campaign we launched the Ladder Exchange Initiative on 1stSeptember 2009 intended to help reduce the number of deaths and injuries resulting from falls from height. Despite a sustained long term reduction, falls from height remains the most common type of fatal injury. In 2007/08, a total of 58 workers died and over 3600 employees suffered major injury as a result of a fall from height in the workplace. Many of these incidents could be avoided by using the right equipment and taking simple precautions. The focus of this four month initiative gives people the opportunity to get rid of old, damaged and broken ladders by trading them in for a new one. Over 5,500 ladders have already been exchanged under this initiative since it first launched in 2007 and we intend to build on this success. From now until 31st December 2009 anyone with a broken, damaged or bent ladder can part exchange it for a new one with discounts of up to 50%. To find more visit: ladder exchange initiative 2009 –how to get involved.
Working Alone - An updated free leaflet is now available to download. 
The leaflet provides advice and guidance on how to keep lone workers healthy and safe, aimed at anyone who employs or engages lone workers. For more information see: http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg73.pdfHSE and Europe. The Euronews website provides more detailed information on: Legislation being negotiated; legislation to be implemented; legislation that HSE does not lead on but has an interest in, such as the Working Time Directive; EU proposals which are on the horizon; and key EU strategies that will affect the UK health and safety systems. For a full and comprehensive version of Euronews, visit the HSE website at www.hse.gov.uk/aboutus/europe/euronews.htm   
Companies warned to manage transport safely after employee crushed to death by forklift truck
HSE is warning companies to manage transport in the workplace after a man was killed when his forklift truck was obstructed in its path, toppled over and crushed him. The investigation found that the employee was moving a large steel assembly from one end of the factory to the other. A large vehicle frame was protruding into the unmarked gangway and they decided to raise the forks over the obstruction to make room for the vehicle to proceed.
On realising that he would hit the frame, colleagues shouted to him to stop. The DP braked but his load struck the frame causing the truck to spin round and overturn. The company was fined £7,500 and ordered to pay costs of £6,690. 
Company fined after exposing employees to risks of developing severe dermatitis

HSE is reminding companies of the importance of managing dermatitis risks, by effective risk assessments and taking adequate precautions to ensure that employees are not exposed to hazardous substances at work.

The investigation found that managers failed to control the risks of exposing employees to hazardous substances, including a known skin irritant. This resulted in one employee suffering from severe dermatitis, which has had a high impact on his life. He was required to take retirement on medical grounds and his future employment prospects are extremely limited. Yet this could have been avoided if relatively simple and low cost control measure had been put into place. The company was fined £27,500 and ordered to pay costs of £10,700.

The group has been presented with two copies of the book ‘Controlling Skin Exposure to Chemicals and Wet-Work: A practical book by Rajadurai Sithamparandarajah OBE and associated DVD training package. These are on free loan to group members in order to increase awareness of Dermatitis. Please contact Mike Nixon if you wish to borrow a copy


FIRST AID


New training regime 

1 October - revised guidance for employers and first aid training organisations.
http://www.hse.gov.uk/firstaid/training-guidance.htm?ebul=hsegen/5-oct-2009&cr=13
Euro H & S Week news:

Euro H & S week will take place from 19 October. The week is again being used to highlight Risk Assessment. Information and free resources are available at http://hw.osha.europa.eu
MOHSG News:
The Committee received an invitation to the North West Air Ambulance 10th Birthday Party and launch of their first Charity Golf day next May. The representatives were Group President, 

Kerry Ross and his wife Josie; and the Group Secretary and Treasurer; Cathy and Mike Nixon. The auctions made in excess of £10k. There was also a raffle for which the Group donated a small sum for tickets; any other contribution made will be by the usual agreements.
Mark Dutton, one of our members had an accident on his bike recently. He thanks members for their good wishes and wishes them to know he is making an excellent recovery. 

SGUK News:
Safety Groups UK had a stand at the Health and Safety ‘09 show at the Reebok recently. We had some good enquiries and hopefully the relevant groups will obtain some new members. Thanks go to those group members who assisted either on the stand or who assisted the Organisers.

Moving Goods Safely Seminar:

On October 15 2009 the first Moving Goods Safely seminar was held in conjunction with North Lincs H & S Group.

Corus kindly provided their excellent Conference Centre in Scunthorpe as the venue.

Nine speakers made presentations to cover topics like:

Loading and Unloading Vehicles safely

Falls from height/slips and trips

Managing Occupational Road Risk

Load Security and Insurance aspects

Work related transport fatalities

Driver competency

Legal applications on the highway

The 80+ attendees enjoyed some excellent presentations, a good buffet lunch and everyone went away with a variety of ideas on how to Move Goods Safely on the roads and in premises within the UK.

Thanks were given to our sponsors, NEBOSH, the exhibitors, N Lincs committee members, Safety Groups UK and in particular Kerry Ross, Mike and Cathy Nixon for all the admin and IT assistance.

Diary Events:

The following events are being supported by SGUK. Please consider adding them to your diary for next year.

Teesside Moving Goods Safely Seminar – 12 January at Middlesbrough Football Club

House of Lords and Alan Butler Awards – 25 January – London

Manchester/Merseyside Moving Goods Safely Seminar – 11 February at the DW Stadium, Wigan

Safety Expo - 11 – 13 May   NEC

Health and Safety 10 – Reebok Stadium 13 – 14 October 
NWRA Conference and Exhibition – 16 – 17 June – Barton Grange Hotel 
To those of you who may wish to recycle inkjet cartridges or mobile phones please visit this website for further details http://eachonecounts.co.uk
Tel/Fax: 0161 485 8102

E-mail: cathy.nixon@mohsg.org.uk

Website: www.mohsg.org.uk

