Lecture Minutes

Minutes of the Group Meeting held at ACE Training, Nash Road, Manchester, on 30 September 2009 at 2.00p.m.
Present
C Nixon, SSC
M Nixon, SSC

L Manning, Retired

D Fabby, Trafford College

C Watkins, Leonard Cheshire Disability

L Walker, BKW Instruments
L Fleming, Bitrez Ltd

T Charnock, DCT

C Axman, LSC

A Winterbottom, Tameside College

J Britton, HSE

M Nadin, Britton Taco Ltd

R Powell, Triage Services
J Laughlin, Calderdale MBC

W Davies, Calderdale MBC

M Hall, Hughes Safety Showers

S Ingham, Hughes Safety Showers

C Conroy, Salford University
T O’Donnell, Temperature Control

D Clark, Greggs 

P Titchmarsh, GM Stem Centre

P Taylor, Borough Care
M Freeman, Pro Ten

K Ross, Abacus Safety Services

D Honeyford, Pets at Home

B Wilkinson, Cherry Tree Practical Services 

1 Apologies
Apologies were received from the following members 

A McEnteggart, D Yates, S King, M Dutton, K McIntosh, A Mason, S Ellidge, S O’Donnell, A Lidyard, L Billington
2 Minutes of last meeting
 
Minutes were accepted as a true record 

3   Chairman’s remarks

Derek welcomed all to the meeting. He indicated that Mark Dutton, a member of our Committee had had a serious cycling accident in which he suffered some bad injuries. Derek also indicated that we had a successful half day Seminar on 9 September. The joint seminar with Merseyside on Moving Goods Safely will be held on 11 February 2010 at the DW Stadium (formerly JJB). Details will be put on the website as they become available. The AGM will be held in January and it is hoped we can have some new faces on committee. The commitment generally involves one meeting per month, plus assisting at events when required. 
4 Seminar report 
The half day seminar on PACE was fairly well attended, with lots of discussion.  What came out of the day was that something needs to have gone seriously wrong for a PACE interview to be necessary. The report will be on the website in due course. 
5 Treasurer’s report


Mike reported that funds were healthy, in excess of £13k in the bank. It is hoped we shall make a modest profit from the seminar. We have had four new members, two as a result of the seminar, and two others including one rejoining in a new employment.
Mike reminded members that Health and Safety ’09 would take place at the Reebok Stadium on 6 and 7 October.

The committee received an invitation to the 10th Birthday of the North West Air Ambulance. The committee were represented by Group President Kerry Ross and his wife Josie and Group Treasurer and Secretary Mike and Cathy Nixon. A total of £3.9 million is required per year to keep the two aircraft flying. We purchased some raffle tickets on the evening, any further donation will be by the usual methods.
Mike asked for any contacts for road safety who might wish to exhibit at the Moving Goods Safely Seminar at the DW Stadium on 11 February. 

6 HSE Update
  
Jason mentioned that HSE were campaigning on the Moving Goods Safely theme this year. Due to the digital changeover from the beginning of November in the area HSE and the LA’s were concerned about Work at Height, and indicated that both groups had dual warranty permission on this occasion. He also mentioned that the Ladder Exchange scheme had been relaunched with Speedy Hire and other sources providing discount for replacement of defective ladders. The scheme will continue until the end of the year.  There is new guidance for SME’s and a new RA tool kit on the HSE website. 
Jason mentioned the new Pay for Workers helpline which also looks at issues regarding Health and Safety and Working hours. Consultation and Amendments to the Biocidal Products Regulations 2001 required. Comments should be received by 2 November.  It is now 35 years since the Health and Safety at Work Act came into being. Michael Foot MP introduced the legislation which brought about these changes. There have been 180 fatalities at work in the past year, a considerable reduction since HASAWA. 

7 Members Problems

Ron Powell asked for any FPA updates that members might receive. Some training and other aspects seems to be getting through the ‘net’. Regs are varying. The largest overhaul of the British Standard has taken place.  Ron willing to co-ordinate any information received for the newsletter.

8 SGUK report

Mike indicated that not much to report on this time. The Open Meeting will be held on 12 October in Birmingham, details available on request.

After the Derm project finished Bob Rajan wrote a book entitled Controlling Skin Exposure to Chemicals and Wet Work: A practical book. SGUK had purchased a stock of these. A training DVD had been produced. 
SGUK are sending either one or two copies of the book and DVD to each Group affiliated. Teesside received their copy last week when Mike and Kerry Ross were at a meeting, and Mike presented one copy to Derek Fabby for Manchester, the second copy will be retained by Mike. It is to be freely available on loan to member companies. Further copies can be purchased through Mike. 

H & S vacancies can be circulated if any member companies need competent professionals.  Details to Cathy so they can be put on the website. The only restriction is no agencies, please, only group members.

9 Chemical Decontamination Presentation

Derek introduced our first speaker, Mike Hall from Hughes Safety Showers.

Mike explained the background and indicated that they had come about because an employee in the 1950’s had experienced an incident where there were no emergency facilities available (See presentation)
The members then thanked Mike in the usual way and Derek presented him with a small token of our appreciation.   

10 Radon Presentation
Derek introduced Martin Freeman from Pro Ten who gave a talk on Radon Gas, Risks, Regulations and Remediation.

Pro Ten Services Ltd are:
· Formerly known as Protim Services Ltd

· Privately owned national preservation companies 

· Est. 1928

· Expert knowledge on a local level

· Extensive range of services

· Founder member of the BWPDA and The Radon Council
Ten Services

· Rising Damp Control



· Woodworm and Rot treatment

· Cellar and basement waterproofing

· Timber resin repair systems

· Cavity wall tie replacement and structural wall stabilisation and crack stitching

· Anti roosting bird control systems and fouling removal 

· Radon Testing and remediation and containment gas barriers

· Environmentally sustainable systems

· Air quality management 

· Flood remediation and defence systems 

Customers include 

Carillion, Tesco, HSBC, Subway, George Wimpey and Kier Group amongst others
What is Radon?

· A naturally occurring radioactive gas

· Uranium – Radium – Radon

· Measured in becquerels per cubic metre of air (bq/m3)

How is radon measured?

· Odourless, colourless and tasteless

· Requires specialist detectors

· 3 month test period recommended 

How much is too much?

· Action levels - the point at which remedial action is recommended

· Current action level for workplaces is:

· 400 bq/m3 in the workplace – maximum (Winter) level
· Radon levels are highest during the Winter months

Where is radon found?

· Always present in air in low concentrations

· Can get trapped inside buildings and reach high concentrations 

· Certain geographic areas are more likely to have higher concentrations, due to geology

· Affected area action level is (estimated to be) exceeded in >1% of homes

Special note on basements

· From data collected in workplaces it is clear that basements have a higher radon potential than ground floors, and that high radon concentrations can be found in basements anywhere in the country, regardless of ‘Affected Area’ status
Tracy Gooding, Health Protection Agency  

Environmental Radon Newsletter, Winter 2007
How does radon get into buildings?

· Passively infiltrates through cracks

· Actively drawn in via process of advection


What are the dangers of radon?

· Long term exposure to high levels of radon can lead to lung cancer

· Greater risk for smokers

· Approximately 2500 deaths per year in the UK similar to Asbestos related diseases

How can radon levels be reduced? 

Radon Sumps

· Pressure in the sump is lower than in the building and lower than in the soil

· Radon-laden gas from soil is drawn into sump

· Attached pipe leading outside

· Active (with fan) or Passive (without fan)

Basements

· ADD waterproofing

· Dual waterproofing and radon control system

· Only system that will comply with revised Code of Practice, BS 8102 can be used
Case Study
Cost of remediation vs newbuild protection

· A LEA college built 15 years ago should have included radon protection

· Recently tested for radon. High levels were found, 6600 bq/m3 in Facilities Managers Office and 10,500 bq/m3 in Stationery store, both below ground level 

· Cost = £27,000 plus £1500 annually for testing and maintenance

· Cost of installing protection at time of construction = £7000 less cost of DPM/vapour barrier used  

Martin was thanked in the usual way and presented with a small token of our thanks.

11 Correspondence
Mike mentioned an invitation to an Environmental Noise Seminar being held on 19 November. Crucial Crew event on 15 October in Manchester. Approx. 2000 children are put through the course in about three weeks.

The usual supply of magazines is available for taking away.     

Date of next meeting – 25 November 2009: Tim Clews, on behalf of BMA Ergonomics


The Biomechanics of Sitting

 Update Saturday 3 October
  Mark thanks the members for all their good wishes and is making an excellent recovery from his injuries. He looks forward to being back at meetings shortly
