Lecture Minutes

Minutes of the Group Meeting held at AEC, Wheel Forge Way, Trafford Park, Manchester, on 30 March 2011 at 2.00p.m.
Present
M Nixon, SSC

C Nixon, SSC

D Floyd, Indpendent
M Dutton, Stockport College

R Powell, Triage Services Ltd
L Manning, Retired

D Smith, Managing Safety 

J Sowerbutts, JMS Risk Solutions
C Caddick, Photo Screen Ltd
D Spence, Diodes Zetex

D Barker, Greggs
E Knott, ID Group 
J Britton, HSE
D Honeyford, Swift Fire and Security
D Fabby, Trafford College
D Iddon, Eli Lilley & Co Ltd

P Martin, Independent

M Sullivan, Blackburn Chemicals

P Cooper, Blackburn Chemicals
A Bullock, Blackburn Chemicals

A McCullogh, SMBC

J King, SMBC

H Jones, C UK

C Davidge, University of Manchester

L Coulston, University of Manchester

T Charnock, DCT Civil Engineering

R K Bentley, Astley Ltd

D Birtwistle, AEC

M Ellwood, Arch Biocides

A Bozkurt, Chemwatch 

Derek introduced himself and welcomed all to the meeting. He indicated a need for new people to join the Committee. 

1 Apologies
Apologies were received from the following members 

L Fleming, K McIntosh, A Lidyard, L Walker, P Harvey, B Wilkinson, S Stuart 
2 Minutes of last meeting
 
These were proposed as a true record by Mark Dutton
3 SGUK Update

Mike indicated that he is Treasurer of both SGUK and MOHSG. SGUK have had an early start in the Exhibitions diary this year, having attended both the Health and Safety ’11 event at Sandown Park at the beginning of March and the IOSH Conference and Exhibition at ExCeL in London in the middle of the month. Over the two events there were almost 200 enquiries from visitors to the stand about membership of local safety groups. 

Later in the year we are exhibiting at the Safety and Health Expo at the NEC, The SHE Show in Blackpool, the NWRA Conference in June, the Health and Safety ’11 event at both Edinburgh in September and Bolton in October. 

The SGUK AGM is expected to be held in the Middlesbrough area on 16 June, commencing with a free Safe Maintenance seminar in the morning, sponsored by the EU-OHSA, followed by the meeting in the afternoon.

The following companies sponsor SGUK and information is expected shortly about partner offers. These could be discounts on products at Arco for example, or talks from other companies on such topics as skincare. Further news will appear in a future issue of the newsletter or on the Safety Groups UK website www.safetygroupsuk.org.uk
4 Membership status update

We are now past the renewal period for subscriptions. There are still 20 outstanding subscription renewals, with some in the process of renewing. If you do not intend to renew please advise us. The group operates within the Greater Manchester and Cheshire areas and so far we only have 123 members, not really representative of the number of companies in the locality.
5 HSE Update
Jason mentioned the Ministerial announcement from last week and indicated that the Consultants register was now live. There was an initial half price offer of £30 to sign up to it. 
Lord Young’s review was to make Health and Safety simple. To this end the HSE have produced some information which is available at http://www.hse.gov.uk/simple-health-safety/index.htm
There are some changes in the way inspections will be carried out. High risk groups such as nuclear and construction will still receive proactive inspections. Low risk industries will not receive these inspections.  

Jason mentioned the construction story featured in the March newsletter of the employee power washing a roof with no protection whatsoever.

Manchester office closes next February, whilst the Preston office closes in July this year. Some staff will move to Bootle from both locations, though there will be some redundancies.

Derek indicated there was a big issue with consultants who have little or no training and indicated he was encouraged by the register.

Education is one the groups that will not receive inspections, though these used be carried out by the LSC.  
 6 NEBOSH Sponsorship

The group has in the past made donations to charitable organisations e.g. NW Air Ambulance and the Crucial Crew safety scheme for Year 6 children.

The committee have been discussing the idea of providing some sponsorship to people who are either considering or are doing a NEBOSH Construction or General Certificate course. 
It is intended that the recipient will come either from an SME or a self funding individual. Application forms have been drawn up, along with some guidelines. A number of companies were approached for information and only 4 responses were received.  NEBOSH will waive the exam fees for the candidate, IOSH will provide one year’s Associate Membership free of charge. Details will be circulated shortly.
7 REACH, GLS, CLP Presentation

Derek then introduced Mike Ellwood from Arch Biocides who gave us our main presentation.

Mike explained that CLP is a new classification system. It is supposed to be a worldwide system, with some new symbols, and changes to R & S Phrases which become H & P phrases. 
There has been some revision on what needs to be included in MSDS. The new format was applicable from December 2010.

Key Changes are:

16 mandatory headings

48 mandatory sub headings

Blanks spaces are not permitted, use words ‘no data available’ if necessary

The number of pages will increase significantly to include additional information.
Exposure and Environmental scenarios will need to be addressed. 

Safety information sheets can be used for less hazardous materials. 

See presentation for further information.

Mike was then thanked in the usual way and presented with a small token of our appreciation. 

 8 Additional Presentation

Derek then introduced our second speaker, Aynur Bozkurt from Chemwatch. 

Aynur indicated that the company operated an online MSDS system. They will source info and translate into various languages if necessary.

The amount of info necessary can be overwhelming and time consuming. The company will ensure that all MSDS are put into a consistent format with any translations required. There are different levels of MSDS for various circumstances. 

Hazard assessments or mini MSDS contain the most important items only. The hazards are listed on a single page. A risk matrix is used to determine the controls necessary. 
Aynur was then thanked in the usual manner and presented with a small gift.  
Aynur’s presentation can be found here: http://web.chemwatch.net/~jerome/marketing/Aynur/Presentation.zip 
9 Correspondence

The usual magazines and leaflets for the NWRA Conference were available for people to take away. 
10 Any other business
An Asbestos Awareness seminar was mentioned for Thursday morning 31 March at AEC.
Date of next meeting – Wednesday 25 May, at Arco, Tenax Circle, Trafford Park, M17 1EH, commencing at 2.00p.m when Matt Johnson, CAM Specialist Support will talk to us on High level cleaning and maintenance. 
Light refreshments are available from 13.45 
