Lecture Minutes

Minutes of the Group Meeting held at ACE Training on 29 July 2009 
Present
C Nixon, SSC
M Nixon, SSC

L Manning, Retired

D Fabby, Trafford College
B Wood, Bury College

C Watkins, Leonard Cheshire Disability

S Field, Northgate Arinso
L Fleming, Bitrez Ltd

Z Turek, SMBC

P Balden, Ansell

T Charnock, DCT

D Floyd, Independent

C Axman, LSC

A Winterbottom, Tameside College

A McEnteggart, Linde MH

W Clark, Grundfos Europump

P Hart, Salford City College

C Bayne, National Grid

J Britton, HSE

M Nadin, Britton Taco Ltd

N Spencer, H2O Chemicals

J Evans, Martek Medicals
1 Apologies
Apologies were received from the following members 

D Honeyford, K McIntosh, G Sims, D Barker, L Walker, A Mason, W Taylor, L Billingham, B Wilkinson

2 Minutes of last meeting
 
Minutes were accepted as a true record 
3   Chairman’s remarks
Derek welcomed all to the meeting. He indicated that Vicky Leach our Group Secretary was currently on maternity leave. Whilst Vicky was on leave, Cathy Nixon would cover the role. Thanks to Cathy for volunteering. 

We have been operating in an extremely informal way for several years now. It is hoped that we can get more information out to the members whilst Cathy is in the role.

 4 Seminars
Derek announced that the Keeping up the PACE! Half day Interactive seminar would be held at the Britannia Hotel, Didsbury on 9 September, 2009. 

The Seminar will cover what is likely to happen if witnesses are interviewed if they are involved in serious incidents in the work place. It is intended to talk about various important topics, e.g. what happens when an Inspector Calls. 

There are times when serious injuries or fatalities will occur despite all the best intentions and procedures in place. There will be an opportunity for some role play sessions during the afternoon. 

The Group are also holding a joint seminar with Merseyside OHSG on 11 February 2010 on Moving Goods Safely at the JJB Stadium, Wigan. This will also cover driving risks etc.  Some of the committee looked at various venues with representatives from Merseyside. There will be some major speakers, and it is being run in conjunction with the HSE. There will be an opportunity for companies to exhibit at this seminar. 

5 Treasurer’s report


Mike reported that funds were healthy, in excess of £13k in the bank. We have not yet been required to pay a deposit for the September seminar. Interest rates are currently quite low, with in the region of 3% on some funds and bonds. We currently have a total of 129 members, having experienced some resignations over the past few months. Any member requiring more detail on financial matters can ask for a copy of this report.  

6 HSE Update
  
Jason reported that Judith Hackitt had spoken IIRSM event in June. She focused on the new HSE strategy. To read the text of Judith’s speech visit http://www.hse.gov.uk/aboutus/speeches/transcripts/hackitt300609.htm
http://www.hse.gov.uk/press/2009/e09051.htm
He also reported that the Health and Safety Law posted had been revised earlier this year. It is not obligatory to renew your poster until April 2014. 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/press/2009/e09052.htm
The HSE has a new Asbestos Duty to Manage online interactive tool. It is quite visual and very easy to use. Visit http://www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/managing/index.htm

Jason then went on to talk about some prosecutions which reminded people of the need to maintain plant and equipment. He specifically mentioned a case where a fork lift truck had side window missing. The operator leant out, leant on joystick and was accidentally killed.

http://www.hse.gov.uk/press/2009/coinw009mb09.htm  

Another company that had been visited by Inspectors had regularly flouted the rules for eight years. On the initial visit they had been issued with improvement notices for guards to be fitted to equipment. On the repeat visit the Inspector found that the guards had been removed, and in fact they had been removed within months of the first visit, showing a blatant disregard to safety by Management.

http://www.hse.gov.uk/press/2009/coinw015crest09.htm
In the region of 250 of the HSE priced publications (including ACOPS) will be available to download free from September. 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/news/2009/free-guidance.htm
Lord Gill’s report into the ICL Plastics explosion is available on the website

http://www.hse.gov.uk/press/2009/e09057.htm
7 Constitution

At the AGM one or two amendments s were raised. Although an unlikely scenario the whole committee could in theory resign, so an amendment was put in place to prevent this. The amendments were accepted and the revised Constitution was adopted. Once it has been signed it will be placed on the website and copies provided to all members by the usual methods.
8 Members Problems

Whilst not technically a problem a discussion ensued when Zyggy made comment about IOSH Membership status of individuals who act as consultants. If in doubt then ring the Membership department of IOSH who will be happy to help. IOSH and the HSE are to look at the competence of consultants.  Someone can have done a H & S qualification that is unable to be supported by CPD, so other criteria may have to be applied.

9 SGUK report

Mike reported that the SGUK AGM had taken place last week. There was some representation from Manchester. Kerry Ross and Mike were both 

re-elected to their posts of Chairman and Treasurer respectively.  
John Cairns from Strathclyde Fire and Rescue Service and SHEFS in Scotland was re-elected Vice Chairman. A member from Peterborough Group, Neal Davis and Martin Fishwick, the current Chairman from South Cumbria were elected to the Management Committee. Other members of the Management Committee will be co-opted at the next meeting in September. 

A new HSE Partnership was agreed with Marcia Davies and Kerry Ross. SGUK is also looking at ways of working with BSIF who have a Clean Air campaign underway.  Information will be circulated in due course. 

10 Legionella Presentation
Derek introduced our first speaker, Neal Spencer from H2O Chemicals who outlined his talk.

He explained some of the background behind the case in Barrow in Furness. (See presentation).

During the question and answer period there was some dispute whether or not Legionella was reportable under RIDDOR.

After the meeting the following information was received from Jason Britton, HSE.

Legionellosis is listed as a reportable disease under Schedule 3 in both parts 1 and 2 of the Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences Regulations 1995.  
 

Schedule 3 Part 1 deals with Occupational Diseases in general and at column 19 states: Legionellosis is reportable in circumstances where, "work on or near cooling systems which are located in the workplace and use water; or work on water service systems located in the workplace which are likely to be a source of contamination."  Schedule 3 Part 2 lists diseases additionally reportable in respect of offshore workplaces which includes legionellosis.
The members then thanked Neal in the usual way and Derek presented him with a small token of our appreciation.   

11 AED Presentation
Derek introduced Justine Evans, from Martek Medical who gave us a brief outline of the machine she had brought to show us. Essentially it is the same as a hospital version, except in size and looks like a Fisher Price toy. The machine is idiot proof and will only work if it analyses that shock treatment is necessary . 
It treats ‘Sudden Cardiac Arrest’. The machine delivers a biphasic shock across the heart. The first phase will stop the heart; the second will start it again in a correct rhythm.  There are some reasons which can be explained for sudden cardiac arrest, others which cannot.                                                                                          

Sudden Cardiac Arrest…The Facts

• Its strikes without warning killing 3 million people per year worldwide
• 13% of workplace fatalities are from SCA
• 34% of those who have installed an AED have used their defibrillator at least once to save a life.
• It kills more people than lung or breast cancer combined
• It can happen to anyone even young athletes
• Defibrillation is the only treatment

What is SCA?

Sudden cardiac arrest (SCA) occurs due to an electrical malfunction which disrupts the normal heart rhythm. If this is not treated quickly, death can occur in very few minutes. It is caused by life threatening abnormal rhythms, known as arrhythmias, and the most common arrhythmia is ventricular fibrillation (VF).

When the heart is in a VF state, the heart’s rhythm is chaotic making it shake rapidly so that it is unable to pump blood to the body and the brain. 

When the heart suffers VF, sudden cardiac arrest occurs. A SCA victim will first lose their pulse, then consciousness and finally won’t be able to breathe, and all this can happen in a matter of seconds.
The only way to treat a SCA victim is through defibrillation using shock to restore a normal heart rhythm.

SCA really can happen to anyone, at anytime and strikes without warning. It claims 140,000 lives per year in the UK, people of all ages, fitness levels and walks of life…and very few of these survive.

Treatment for SCA

The only proven way to treat SCA is by delivering an electric shock to the heart to restore a normal heart rhythm. This is called defibrillation and can make the difference between saving a life and having a victim die.

Cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) will not restart the heart in a SCA situation. CPR is a temporary measure used to keep the supply of oxygen to the brain and other organs.

It’s a race against time when SCA strikes. In just 10 minutes a victim can die if they do not receive defibrillation treatment. For every minute a victim does not receive defibrillation, their chances of survival drop by 10%.

Installed in public places throughout the world, the Lifeline AED offers you market leading performance at an attractive price.  
Contact Justine on e-mail: justine.evans@martek-medical.com
Tel: 01709 599 221 
12 Correspondence

The usual supply of magazines was available.

Chris Axman announced at the end of the meeting that Vicky Leach had safely delivered a baby daughter at 1.00p.m.  Congratulations to the family. 
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