Lecture Minutes

Minutes of the Group Meeting held at ACE Training, Nash Road, Manchester, on 25 November 2009 at 2.00p.m.
Present
C Nixon, SSC
M Nixon, SSC

L Manning, Retired

D Fabby, Trafford College

C Watkins, Leonard Cheshire Disability

L Walker, BKW Instruments
L Fleming, Bitrez Ltd

T Charnock, DCT

C Axman, LSC

R Powell, Triage Services
W Davies, Calderdale MBC

B Wilkinson, Cherry Tree Practical Services
S Fisk, NA & S

M Thompson, GMPT

L Billington, UKBA 
A D Floyd, Independent

S O’Donnell, Vital Appointments

M Craven, Greenvale Homes

A Brereton, Bury Metropolitan Council

A Hawkins, Trafford Housing Trust

D Bannister, Liability Risk Services

T Clews, BMA Ergonomics  

J Hardman, Expolink

A Mason, Waters 

D Yates

1 Apologies
Apologies were received from the following members 

A McEnteggart, D Barker, M Dutton, K McIntosh, A Lidyard, D Honeyford, 
M Nadin, T O’Donnell, M Olsson, P Titchmarsh, J Britton
2 Minutes of last meeting
 
Minutes were accepted as a true record. These are available on the website along with the presentation from Hughes Safety Showers. The presentation on Radon in buildings was excellent and presented with great enthusiasm and knowledge.   

3   Chairman’s remarks

Derek welcomed all to the meeting, and indicated the structure of the afternoon. He indicated that we had received several responses to our request for new members to join the committee. We shall discuss the names at our Committee meeting later this afternoon. We had some enquiries from other groups about our PACE seminar. The report and photos from the PACE seminar are now up on the website. The AGM will be held in January and Derek emphasised how important it is for the membership as a whole to make an effort to attend. There is the opportunity to ask questions of your Committee. The Chairman and other Officers plus committee members will be elected for the coming year at the AGM.  Envelopes with the programme for 2010 are available at the rear of the room. The topic at the meeting after the AGM will be An insight into H & S in the Funeral Sector. We also hope to have Catrin Jones, our Dissertation winner from Salford University on Fire Risk Assessments in small hotels in Gwynedd. 
4 Treasurer’s report

Mike reported that there was no change in either funds or increase in members. There are still two non payers from the Seminar. Contact has been made with them regarding non payment. We hope to make a small surplus on the Seminar once all monies have been received and any outstanding payments made. Essentially the lack of income was due to the small numbers of paying delegates.

5 HSE Update
  
Jason provided an update as he was unable to be present. He highlighted a Double Fatality in the Construction sector in which two workers were electrocuted. http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/manchester/8373136.stm). Event News:  The HSE are holding an event on 11 March 2010 at Manchester United aimed at Local Exhaust Ventilation users in the General Engineering i.e. Metal Fabrication / Welding sectors as well as Woodworking and Stone Masonry. Anyone interested in attending should contact Patricia.goode@hse.gsi.gov.uk to book a place. Details available on request from Mike or Cathy.
Earlier in the day Mary Clarkson advised the North Manchester Group that the HSE were targeting LPG installations after the ICL incident. The HSE were berated for the lack of checks on underground pipework. The HSE inspectors have over 2000 inspections to make by the end of the year. There will be lots of Improvement and possibility of Enforcement Notices in the North West.  
 6 Members Problems

Mike asked for advice on behalf of a manager in a Chemical factory who suffers from arthritis and has some foot problems. Essentially he finds lace up safety shoes very uncomfortable and is finding difficulty in obtaining larger than size 8 slip on shoes. He wished to know if he could sign a dispensation taking full responsibility should he not wear safety shoes. The HSE guidance is that if PPE including safety shoes is mandatory then the rule must be enforced, and there can be no dispensations granted, especially for a manager. A manager should be seen to wear the correct PPE at all times. Elastic shoe laces are available which would only require tying once, and then they have the effect of creating a slip on style of shoe. 
7 SGUK report

Mike reminded the members that the Alan Butler Awards closing date was the end of the month. He mentioned the invitation to the Luncheon at the House of Lords on 25 January 2010. The cost of the luncheon is £75; there is the opportunity of a free tour round the Houses, or up the St Stephens Bell Tower, to reach where Big Ben is housed. It is expected that the tour would be near Big Ben on the hour. Unfortunately the luncheon price is high despite selecting lower cost items off the menu. This is due to using such a prestigious venue.    
The Moving Goods Safely seminar which Manchester and Merseyside are jointly supporting will be on 11 February at the DW (formerly JJB) stadium. Topics include Loading, Unloading, Overloading, Weighing, Falls from Vehicles, Managing Occupational Road Risk, Driver Competency etc. Preliminary application forms are available as are Exhibitor invitations. 

The HSE are currently involved with a campaign on RPE. They are looking in the early stages of why RPE is not being worn correctly.

NWRA Conference and Exhibition will be held at Barton Grange Hotel on 16/17 June 2010. The theme is Why Health and Safety? Meeting the Challenge. 
A seminar on Sustainable Practices, Sustainable Profits being held on 3 December was advertised. Keith McIntosh, H & S Manager, Manchester United is speaking on the subject, The Reds go Green.     
8 The Biomechanics of Sitting Presentation

Derek introduced our first speaker, Tim Clews from BMA Ergonomics.

Tim explained a little about the company before going into his presentation. The company was formed by a physiotherapist and an engineer in Holland in 1988. They developed chairs for very specific requirements, e.g. micro surgeons, chairs for armoured cars, chairs for lift truck drivers, stand helps, check out chairs, footrests, etc.  
The support in the chairs pushes the lumbar spine into the correct position to enable the pelvis to tilt correctly. The chair gives the correct sitting position for use with computer monitors, whereas the old fashioned typist chair gives support for looking downwards at a typewriter. The pelvis needs to be in a neutral position to sit correctly. (See presentation for full details).
The members then thanked Tim in the usual way and Derek presented him with a small token of our appreciation.   

9 The Use of PDA’s as a Risk Assessment Tool Presentation
Derek introduced John Hardman of Expolink.
The benefits of using a handheld PDA to carry out Risk Assessments is that looking for information on spreadsheets or other paper based systems can be very time consuming. 

Electronic Touch Screen handhelds can capture information much more easily and speedily. The information can then be downloaded to a PC either via a cradle or GPRS/Wireless thus there are unlikely to be errors caused by input errors when transferring information from paper to computer.  

It is also much easier to prepare reports, which can be uploaded to the company Intranet more efficiently. 

High hazard or highly flammable areas may require a different type of PDA to comply with DSEAR requirements. (See presentation for further details).
John was thanked in the usual way and presented with a small token of our thanks.

11 Correspondence
North West Air Ambulance is having an inaugural Charity Golf Day on 28 May 2010. Details available from Mike or Cathy.
The usual supply of magazines is available for taking away.     

Derek then thanked Mike and Cathy for all their hard work on behalf of the Group and also for the mince pies and biscuits. 

Derek wished members a very Happy Christmas.

Date of next meeting – 27 January 2010: AGM followed by Dave Middlemiss, 
Co-op Funeralcare, Is there Healthy Life after Death: An insight into H & S Matters in the Funeral Sector 
2nd Presentation: It is hoped that our dissertation prize winner Catrin Jones will be able to give a short overview of her paper on Fire Risk Assessment in small hotels in Gwynedd 
