Lecture Minutes
Minutes of the Group Meeting held at Biffa, Commerce Way, Trafford Park, Manchester, on 25 January 2012 at 2.20p.m immediately after the AGM
Present

M Nixon, SSC
C Nixon, SSC
B Wilkinson, Retired 
L Manning, Retired
J Sowerbutts, Bollington Risk Management
D Spence, Diodes 
C Caddick, Ozroks
G O’Neill, XFS Ltd
R Powell, Triage Services
A Lidyard, Retired
P Affoh, Student
M Craven, Together Housing
M Emery, Arco
A Katniak, Landis & Gyr
T Charnock, DCT Civil Engineering
E Ford, TSK Group plc 
M Nadin, Britton Taco Ltd
J Joyce, Deb Ltd
A Hubbard, SkCin
D Fabby, Retired
D Honeyford
Steve, Co-op
N Puce, BLM
M Dutton, Stockport College
J Britton, HSE 
 
1 Apologies
  
Apologies were received from the following members 

L Fleming, L Walker, C Conroy, D Marsden, P Martin, E Knott, D Foster,  
P Titchmarsh, P Taylor, C McAdam, K Ross, A Mason, P White, K McIntosh

In the absence of Derek, who hoped to attend later in the afternoon after a hospital appointment, Ron Powell chaired the meeting 

2 Minutes of last meeting
 
These were agreed as a true record 

3 SGUK Update

Mike reported that he, Cathy and Derek had been present at the House of Lords for the SGUK meeting and presentation of Manchester’s Silver Alan Butler Award on 23 January. Our next target must be to go for Gold.

Mike indicated that the extremely successful Health Risks at Work scheme currently being run in Scotland was expected to be rolled out during this year in the rest of the UK. There are several exhibitions in the pipeline this year, with the Health and Safety event at Sandown Park at the end of February 
No offers have yet been received for either the IOSH Conference in Manchester in March or Safety and Health expo at the NEC in May which we hope to attend. Currently the AGM is proposed to be held at Deb’s premises in Denby Dale with a Skincare seminar during the morning    

Mike also reported that he and Cathy had attended a breakfast meeting on the Tuesday morning where Professor Lofstedt was giving an overview of his recent report. He also mentioned a document he had written on risk versus hazard which would be distributed electronically.

4 NEBOSH Update

Mike indicated that our first candidate had taken a course through SETA and should have their results fairly shortly. The candidate is fairly hopeful of getting a good result and will hopefully give us a short presentation at a future meeting. Our original winner has since secured a full time position and has thus withdrawn her application. Mike asked for any nominations for individuals or from SME’s who cannot afford to cover the cost themselves. Our providers have also been asked to nominate further candidates. One criteria is that the nominee must live or work within Greater Manchester. Some candidates were rejected last year due to this not being clear

5 HSE Update

Jason indicated that the local Manchester office will be closing shortly with everything transferring to Bootle. The new charging regime will start in April; however the figure was lower than at first anticipated

 6 Correspondence

The usual magazines were available as were the subscription renewal notices

7 Members Problems

There were no members problems 

8 Presentation: Skin Care and Hand Hygiene in the Workplace: Implementing Best Practice

Ron then introduced John Joyce from Deb, our main speaker of the afternoon.

John began by congratulating the Group on their Silver in the Alan Butler Awards.

He then explained some of the different requirements of good hand hygiene and the various types of product available and how to introduce best practice.

Skin is the largest organ in the body and if it is damaged by whatever means it can take quite a while for it to heal. There are various types of skin disease in the UK, 71% of which are contact dermatitis and 20% skin cancer. Dermatitis of the hands is almost 75% of the cases.

High risk industries are catering, hairdressing, dentistry, printing and health services where either constant hand washing or contact with water is the norm.

There is some good advice available at http://www.hse.gov.uk/skin/index.htm


Surprisingly 1 in 5 have admitted not washing their hands after using restroom facilities as hands are the main vehicle for transmitting germs.
There are two main types of dermatitis, contact and irritant. To help prevent dermatitis introduce controls, supply correct skin care products and check skin regularly where possible. Early detection can prevent the problem from becoming more serious.      

Outdoor workers need to protect themselves not only in summer from the sun’s rays but also from the cold at this time of year when hands are subject to chapping.

There are six steps to good skincare

1) Protect, use pre work creams but these are not always glove friendly. Use makes skin easier to clean later
2) Cleanse with an appropriate product for the job
3) Sanitise if possible and appropriate for the job environment
4) Restore, use after work cream at least twice daily
5) Mobile workers can be supplied with a waterless product
6) Audit, check that the products are being used as recommended 

Due to company policy the slides are not available, to find out more or get in touch with your local contact please visit http://beta.debgroup.com/uk
  
Ron then thanked John and presented him with a gift on behalf of the group

9 Presentation from Anthony Hubbard, SKcin

Ron then introduced Anthony who was to give us a talk on skin cancer and how the Karen Clifford Skin Cancer Charity came about.

Anthony explained some of his background and what he does.

Skin cancer is now the most common cancer in the UK and more people in the UK die of the disease than in Australia. This is mainly due to the fact that there is more education on the issue in Australia than here. 

Outdoor workers are at risk, and are not given sufficient and suitable advice on how to protect themselves.  

Stay in the shade between 11 and 3, apply sun cream regularly, especially after coming out the water.

Use high factor product even on a cloudy day.

Skin cancer is not nice to treat, so respect your skin and use suitable protection. 
See presentation for further detail

Ron then thanked Anthony on behalf of the group and presented him with a small token of our appreciation.     
 
Date of next meeting – Wednesday 28 March 2012, at AEC, 23 Wheel Forge Way, Trafford Park, Manchester, M17 1EH when Lisa Wilson from Eversheds Solicitors will speak on Workplace Driving. This will be followed by a short presentation by David Mercer representing Rosco.

The meeting was closed at 3.30 p.m.
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