Lecture Minutes

Minutes of the Group Meeting held at Trafford College, Talbot Road, Manchester, on 19 May 2010 at 2.00p.m.
Present
M Nixon, SSC

C Nixon, SSC

B Wilkinson, Retired

C Axman, Bolton MBC 
M Dutton, Stockport College

R Powell, Triage Services

J Britton, HSE
J Pride, HSE

M Nadin, Britton Taco

S Field, Northgate Arinso
W Davies, Calderdale MBC

D Sheard, Calderdale MBC

L Fleming, Bitrez

G Wood, Bitrez

B Wood, Bury College

C Watkins, Leonard Cheshire Disability

K McIntosh, Manchester United FC

G Shield, Manchester United FC

R Smith, Denios
In the absence of the Chairman, Ron Powell welcomed all present to the meeting and in particular John Pride from the HSE. Karen from Trafford College talked us through the housekeeping arrangements.

1 Apologies
Apologies were received from the following members 

D Fabby, L Billington, L Manning, D Honeyford, D Barker, P Titchmarsh, 

A McEnteggart, L Walker, M Craven, P White, D Marsden 
2 Minutes of last meeting
 
These were proposed as a true record
3 Chairman’s Report 
None available due to the absence of the Chairman
4 Treasurer’s Report

Mike advised that there were still a number of member companies being chased regarding non payment of subscriptions.

These are:

Ace Training Solutions

Airborne Environmental Consultants

The Authentic Food Company Ltd

Babcock

Bury College (this information was later found to be incorrect, apologies offered and accepted)
Salford City College, Eccles Centre

F Miskell Engineering Services Ltd

Jex Engineering Company Ltd

Liability Risk Services Ltd

The Manchester College
Matheson and Horan Ltd

Occupational Medicals Ltd

Presspart Manufacturing Ltd

Rathbone Training

Safety Solutions Consultancy and Training Ltd

Salford College

Scafftag

Sita UK

Thos Storey Fabrications Ltd

UK Border Agency – North West Support Group

United Utilities

Vital Appointments

Wigan Council 

So far this year a total of 12 members have resigned.  
The committee are investigating the potential to sponsor one or more delegates on a Nebosh certificate course as an alternative to a donation to a relevant charity.  
Brian Wood, Bury College enquired whether his subs had been received or not, as he had put it into their system. 

5 SGUK Update

The SGUK AGM will take place 3 June at RoSPA in Birmingham. If anyone wishes to attend, please confirm their attendance with Charlotte Henderson chenderson@rospa.com. After the main business is concluded there will be a presentation from Dr Andrew Cottam, Manager H & S Project team, HSE on Successful Health and Safety Management. 

Safety Groups UK is supporting the Clean Air Take Care Campaign. In due course, every member company of every affiliated Group will receive a DVD and information pack. Three days last week were spent at the NEC. SGUK had a total of 130 visitors. Those groups who we received enquiries from will be circulated with the appropriate details; hopefully some new members will be recruited by most of the groups involved. 

The current SGUK remit is to help regenerate those local groups who are having difficulties. There will be a Moving Goods Safely seminar in Leicester to relaunch their group. The venue is Leicester College on 2 June. Hopefully some of the attendees will become involved in running the group.    
6 HSE Update
Jason indicated that the reorganisation had taken place at HSE. Whilst he now covers Bury, Bolton, Salford and Wigan, he has been allowed to stay as the HSE contact for the group. A meeting has been held with Vince Cable and there is a proposal to look at and restrict the Working Time Regulations.   
A prosecution was brought against Mosley Rubber after an autoclave exploded. The prosecution found the machine had not been maintained or inspected for 10 years.

Fatal accident statistics show a fall in the last quarter.

Updates on Prosecutions can be found on www.hse.gov.uk
John Pride the NW Partnership manager then spoke for a few minutes. He indicated he was interested in seeing how the local safety groups operate and where HSE can be of assistance.   
 7 DSEAR with a Bang: Buncefield in Miniature

Ron then introduced the speaker, Roy Smith of Denios, who gave us a very interesting talk and demonstration on the dangers of various sometime innocuous chemicals. 

Some examples he used were incorrectly stored fireworks and batteries where there were custodial sentences and large fines involved. The fireworks factory was a small family firm where fireworks were stored in a drum which then exploded. 

The incident with the batteries closed motorways as chemicals were set on fire as a result. The cost to the company concerned was a fine of £240,000.

It is also surprising just how many of the items in the domestic scenario are extremely flammable, e.g. storage of petrol for lawn mowers. 

There is a lot of useful information on the Environment Agency website: www.environment-agency.gov.uk
It is necessary to identify areas where hazards exist e,g, where flammable or explosive materials are stored or handled. 

Materials should be stored in or over the same sort of material in which they were supplied. 

There are three categories of flammables, Extremely, Highly and Flammable. 
The talk was highlighted by lots of practical demonstrations including flash fires and rather loud explosions.  

Roy was then thanked for a very interesting lecture and presented with a small token of our appreciation.
8 Correspondence
There are the usual magazines available for those interested.  Please help yourselves.   

Date of next meeting – Wednesday July 21 venue to be confirmed, commencing at 2.00p.m when Michael Cairns, Berrymans Lace Mawer, will talk to us on Avoiding Deafness Claims, a practical approach
