Lecture Minutes

Minutes of the Group Meeting held at Trafford College on 

30 July 2008
Present
D Fabby, Trafford College
M Nixon, SSC

C Nixon, SSC

V Curtin, Dyslexia Action

B Wilkinson, Cherry Tree Practical Services

J Frowen, Trafford College

S Ellidge, McCormick 

L Fleming, Avanti Blue

T Whitston, GMAVSG

L Manning, Retired

D Barker, Greggs North West

P Hart, Eccles College

T Charnock, DCT Civils

P Limb, Barry Bennett Ltd

K Wilkinson, Trafford Centre

A Whittaker, Trafford Centre

E Letherman, GM Probation

R Powell, Triage Services Ltd

S King, Capita Health Solutions

Derek welcome all to the meeting and went through the domestic arrangements in the event that a fire alarm should go off. He also welcome the speakers, Vera Curtin, Dyslexia Action, Paul Limb from Barry Bennett Ltd who was to give a short talk on how they could help dyslexic or other disabled people and Tony Whitston of the GMAVSG.   

1. Apologies
Apologies were received from the following members 

A McEnteggart, J Britton, J Nelson, C Greene, M Warren, V Pye, 

A Lidyard, J Roycroft

2. Minutes of last meeting
Minutes were accepted as true record

3. Correspondence

The usual supply of magazines was available, together with some DVD’s and a limited supply of flyers for the seminar. Flyers had been circulated to all members, both paper and electronic for the seminar and also flyers for the North West Association Conference on 1st and 2nd October. South Cumbria seminar is to be held on 

16 October and electronic copies circulated for this event. 
We have had several new members recently and the bank accounts are in a healthy position. 

4. HSE Update 

Unfortunately Jason Britton was not able to be present but Mike informed the group that there was not much new in any event. 
5. Presentation
Vera Curtin – Dyslexia Action 

Please see attached presentation

Vera was thanked in the usual manner and presented with a small token of the group’s appreciation.

Paul Limb then talked about how Dyslexia is classed as a disability which unfortunately it is unable to screen for. The only thing that can be tested for is the person’s ability to do the job only. 60 – 70% of students are dyslexic but there is software to assist such people, in particular Voice Recognition Software. There is also other software which helps with the visual side of things. 

6. Members Problems   

There were no member’s problems on this occasion

7. SGUK Update
Mike reported on the SGUK AGM which was held in Swansea on 17 June. The following were elected:

Chairman: Kerry Ross

Vice Chairman: John Cairns – SCOS

Treasurer: Mike Nixon

It is anticipated that the Conference which was held earlier this year will be changed to a Road show style of event which will be held on a Regional basis, similar to the Derm Seminars, but on a Workplace Transport theme. 

8. GMAVSG Presentation

Tony Whitson then gave the members a short talk on the work of the group and how they assist people with Mesothelioma. He also thanked the members for the generous donation made by the group which enabled them to produce a booklet on Asbestos. The 2007 Annual Report was provided to give members some idea of the work done.  They are one of several groups in the North, mainly in the industrial areas. These groups were formed in the 1990’s after cases of Mesothelioma were predicted to rise dramatically.

The Groups work on a day to day basis visiting people and give support to them. They organise social events also. Mesothelioma largely affects the male population, with only approx 10% of women being affected.
A DVD about the effects of Mesothelioma was shown in part. This could be a useful tool for training purposes. Copies can be obtained for £5.60 (inc. p & p) by contacting asbestos.gmavsg@virgin.net.  
Tony was then thanked in the usual manner.

9. Date of Next Meeting  
24 September at a new venue – ACE Training, Nash Road, Trafford Park.  Further details will be provided on the website shortly.
Paul Dryden - Fire Regulations 2 years on.

