
Manchester United 
Reds Go Green 



How Manchester United are heading up the  
sustainability league 



At Manchester United we believe that being a responsible 
football club means being part of our community in the 
widest sense. We know that our performance as an 
internationally recognised institution we will be measured 
not only by our success on the field of play or our 
profitability as a business but also by our impact on the 
quality of life in our communities and on the environment 
we share. 

We will continue to develop plans to improve the 
environmental performance of our suppliers and 
contractors where appropriate. We will look for 
opportunities to promote environmental best practice 
initiatives with our commercial partners.  
 D A Gill  

Chief Executive 
Manchester United Ltd  

Our Policy 
Statements 



As part of our Corporate Social Responsibility and 
Environmental Programme we are keen to promote our 
Company, our Old Trafford Stadium and Venue as one 
that recognises its responsibilities to  ensure a safe and 
healthy environment by endeavoring to maintain sound 
environmental performance and to play a positive roll 
to encourage others working in the sports, leisure and 
events industry to adopt environmental best practice 
wherever possible and practicable.  

Corporate Social Responsibility  



When you consider that over 76,000 people visit 
Manchester United on a match day, plus  300,000 
people visit the museum each year and thousands of 
people attend functions, events, conferences and 
exhibitions the companies potential environmental 
impacts are suddenly put into perspective. Therefore 
the management has embarked on a continuous 
programme of environmental improvements over recent 
years. 

Our Environmental Impacts 



Reserved for nature 
The Trafford Training Centre at Carrington was the start of the clubªs environmental 
involvement. The site was an environmentally sensitive area and therefore the club 
decided to go all-out to demonstrate best practice. One of the goals was to create a 
nature reserve within the perimeter of the site. Now complete, the reserve area includes 
a pond and grassland, both important habitats for wildlife, and this provides a haven for 
many species. Red admiral butterflies, meadow pipits and grey partridges have all made 
their home there. 

Trafford Training Centre, Carrington 



United signed an agreement with Cheshire 
Wildlife Trust to enable the Trust to 
manage the land at Carrington for nature 
conservation purposes. The club reinforce 
their support to the charity by joining the 
Trustªs Corporate Membership Scheme. 

Trafford Training Centre 



Old water to new 
 
The training centre also features a 
lagoon with reed bed technology, where 
dirty water is cleaned and recycled in 
order to provide water for the pitches. 
Recently a bore hole has been introduced 
to assist with water self-sufficiency. 

Goals at the Training Centre 



A wide range of products are sent for re-use or 
recycled including glass, plastics, cans, green waste 
from our pitches, wood, surplus event materials like 
carpets and signage boards, office stationery and 
marketing materials have also become part of the 
greening process. Printed publications are now 
produced from sustainable sources. Old IT 
equipment and printer cartridges are also recycled 
or re-used and donated for charitable purposes.  

Re-using & Recycling 



In the bin 
 
Regular match-goers will have noticed the re-
appearance of an old sight on the approach to 
the ground: waste bins. Once removed for 
security reasons, they are now back!  
 
In partnership with Trafford Council, United has 
re-introduced strategically placed waste bins on 
match days. 
 
A waste food recycling scheme has recently been 
introduced in our staff restaurants.  



Helping to keep Old Trafford 
Clean & Tidy 
 
In partnership with Trafford Council the club 
sponsors 2 road sweepers that ensures that the 
whole area around the ground and local community 
is clean within hours of a match taking place. 



Promoting Sustainable Transport 
 
Supporters and visitors are encouraged to use 
public transport and information is provided on 
our website, in our match day programme and 
via our match day in house radio station. 
 
Weªve also introduced «Green¬ vehicles such as a 
battery powered mega-van and a new specially 
adapted coach for our Manchester United 
Disabled Supporters Association (MUDSA). 

Envirowise 



Greening our supply chain 
 
In order to implement the new 
environmental initiative, suppliers are seen 
as critical partners. Therefore much effort 
has been put into developing a green supply 
chain, with assistance from Envirowise. 



The Reds continue to 
go Green 



Supply Chain Partnership Initiatives  

In 2007 Corprotex teamed up with Manchester United as part of the Envirowise supply 
chain programme to reduce environmental impact. As uniform supplier to Manchester 
United Football Club we are extremely proud of this partnership to improve 
environmental performance and reduce unnecessary waste. Paul Smith, Corprotexªs 
Managing Director says, «By working together with Manchester United, in conjunction 
with the Envirowise project, we will be able identify specific actions to improve 
performance. Waste management is an especially important issue for us, and we are 
therefore keen to look for ways to address our environmental impact in this area.¬ 



Worn Out.  
Play On. 

 
One of Manchester Unitedªs most successful 
programmes was the Nike ©ReUSE-A-Shoeª 
initiative. This recycles worn out trainers 
into premium sports surfaces, which can be 
used in all weather conditions, for a variety 
of sports including football, tennis, 
basketball and running tracks. 
Manchester United and Nike donated one 
such multi-purpose sports facility to the 
community of Old Trafford. 



Manchester United were the first 
sporting venue to be accredited by the 

Carbon Trust Energy Efficiency 
Accreditation Scheme. 

 

Manchester United were awarded the 
first Gold Standard Award in the 

Trafford area, by the Keep Britain Tidy 
Group. 



Get go Green Awards 
2008 



Working in partnership with Trafford Council to promote a new Keep 
Trafford Tidy initiative  



Promoting our Environmental Credentials to attract Clients & Events 
to our Venue 

We are pleased to host a growing number of high profile environmentally related events at 
our Old Trafford venue such as Envirenergy North West and the North West Environmental 
Business Awards and we are regularly asked to provide information on our Environmental 
Standards and Best Practice initiatives to potential clients or event organisers as part of their 
event venue selection process.  

As a Regional Venue for the London 2012 Olympic Games (Football Competition) we are 
working towards the implementation of the BS 8901 The Sustainable Event Management 
Standard.  
 



Manchester United received the Carbon 
Trust Standard in June 2010 and became the 
250th company to be accredited. 



Any questions? 

Brian McClair is welcomed as the new Energy Ambassador for MUFC 


